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State and local assessment of earthquake damage mounting 

SACRAMENTO–State Senator Lois Wolk (D-Davis) asked Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., 

today to request Federal Disaster Assistance for areas affected by Sunday’s 6.1 earthquake 

centered in South Napa County, which caused damage extending into Solano and Sonoma 

Counties. If assistance is granted, federal resources can be mobilized through the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for 

search and rescue, electrical power, food, water, shelter and other basic human needs. Such a 

request could also mean an infusion of federal funds. 

“As the Cities of Napa and Vallejo complete their damage assessments and move toward the 

recovery phase, they will need immediate assistance to rebuild,” writes Wolk, who represents the 

areas affected by the earthquake. “As the Senator of the 3rd Senate District, I urge you to request 

Federal Disaster Assistance.” 

In her letter, Wolk thanked Governor Jerry Brown and the Office of Emergency Services for 

working in a swift and decisive manner to respond to Sunday’s 6.1 earthquake—including the 

Governor’s declaration of a statewide state of emergency. Wolk went on to praise both state and 

local governments for working together to assess the damage done by the quake. 

“As of Tuesday afternoon in Napa, approximately 123 buildings were red-tagged, rendering 

them uninhabitable, and 500 buildings were yellow-tagged, meaning that only limited access was 

permitted. To date the City’s initial gross estimate of damage to privately-owned structures, both 

homes and commercial properties is $300 million,” noted Wolk. 

Napa County is the heart of California's Wine Industry and generates an estimated $25 billion 

annually to California's economy. Preliminary figures reported in the San Francisco Chronicle 

state damage to Napa's wine industry could be $1 billion or more—and the Napa Board of 

Supervisors has passed a resolution calling on the Governor to request federal recovery 

assistance. 

In her letter, Wolk also discusses the more than 120 water leaks being addressed by the Napa 

County Public Works Department and notes that in Solano County, Vallejo has assessed damage 

that is estimated at $5.6 million and rising every day as state and local inspectors continue to 

review damaged buildings. Solano County Board of Supervisors has declared a local state of 

emergency. 

“To date, Vallejo has approximately 10 buildings red tagged and 100 yellow tagged, including 

59 private residences. That includes two post office buildings, churches and community centers,” 

said Wolk.  “They are doing a great job of working with what they have and on keeping the 

public informed, but they’ll need help to get the cities back on their feet,” Wolk concluded. 
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